
Defining Our North Star





Maydm provides girls and youth of 
color in grades 6-12 with skill-based 
training for the technology sector.  

Maydm’s holistic approach 
prepares students from traditionally 
underrepresented populations to 
engage in and revolutionize the tech 
industry.



Maydm continues to make a difference. This past year, we 
have ventured into new territories while at the same time 
focusing our efforts, all to make the biggest possible impact 
on the community we serve. 

Moving forward, Maydm will concentrate our efforts on 
learners in the very pivotal middle and high school age 
group. By developing more immersive programs that 
expose students to the academic and professional STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) fields, we 
continue to take a holistic approach to preparing our 
students for a future in these fields.

Maydm also broadened its reach in 2018, holding our first 
program in Milwaukee. In “Adventures in Programming,” 
students engaged with local technology companies and 
institutions of higher education. Maydm will continue to 
hold integrated learning experiences such as this, making 
a connection between STEM learning, the community, and 
the professional field.

Over the course of the year, Maydm developed exciting 
new relationships with institutions of higher education, tech 
companies, and industry professions, offering our students 

exciting ways to normalize and realize their own academic 
and professional futures in STEM fields. These partners and 
sponsors have provided new opportunities for our students 
to grow and will continue to have an impact on Maydm 
programming into the future.

At the start of the year, Maydm set a course for 2018 to 
continue to provide girls and students of color with the 
training and support they need to make big changes in the 
technology and science industry. Of the over 200 students 
our programs reached, roughly two-thirds were female 
and over three-quarters were students of color.  We are 
proud of the impact we have made, and we look forward to 
continuing to provide learning opportunities to students for 
the benefit of their futures and the future of our community.

Thank you to all of our supporters, donors, volunteers, 
mentors, and school and community partners.

Sincerely,

Winnie Karanja

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE

B O A R D  M E M B E R S :  A M Y  C A R R I C K ,  D A M I N I  D H A W A L ,  D E S M O N D  W E B S T E R ,  W I N N I E  K A R A N J A



Total Students Served: 216

45.3% Black/ 
 African American

17.6% Asian

20.1% Hispanic/Latinx

3.5% Native American

IMPACT 
STATISTICS

Increase of students
reporting they could
generate a website.

61%8%

Of students who reported, 81.5% Students of Color



MACCI AND ACCI

“My daughter was not initially interested in 
something called ‘coding,’ but her eyes were 
opened and she greatly enjoyed her work 
creating a website about guinea pigs and small 
pets. She was amazed with the power to create 
interactive web designs and tell a story about 
furry little critters. She told me coding is a 
‘little bit’ like reading music or playing the 
piano. She loved her experience!”   
   – Anette (Caroline’s Mom)

After the program, 83% of students 
reported they liked or loved STEM

“Just learning how to code, learning the process, 
was probably the best thing I could learn because 
that got me interested in STEM.” 
    – Caroline

In the Fall, Maydm held its MACCI (Miss Ambitious 
Career and Coding Initiative) and ACCI (MACCI’s 
co-ed counterpart) programs at Badger Rock 
and Sennett Middle Schools. From October to 
December, students met with Maydm’s instructors 
and STEM professional volunteers from TDS 
Telecom, American Family Insurance, and Widen 
Enterprises twice a week to learn front-end web 
development. 

Using their newfound proficiency with HTML 
and CSS, students created their own websites 
highlighting subjects they were passionate 
about. In addition to gaining skills, students were 
exposed to the professional STEM field. Maydm’s 
volunteers shared their stories of how they got 
into STEM and guided students in exploring what 
a future career in STEM could look like for them. 
Through activities like researching significant 
women in the field, our students learned that 
anyone and everyone belongs in STEM.



From only 5 of 23 students 
feeling that they understood

how coding works to generate
a website to ALL BUT ONE

feeling they understood.

One of our students, Ty, didn’t know how broad the field of STEM was before our MACCI program at 
Badger Rock. She said that after seeing movies that only depict guys in science and technology roles, 
she didn’t realize that there is a place for her in the tech field as a woman. 

She entered our program thinking she wouldn’t get much out of it, but as the class went on and she 
learned coding syntax, she realized web development was a perfect venue for her visual learning 
skills. One of our instructors mentioned that Ty was particularly impacted by our industry professional 
mentors, who did an “about me” presentation that shared with our students their route to becoming 
women in STEM. The presentation really broke through to Ty, and she felt reassured that she was 
capable and belonged in STEM.



ADVENTURES
IN PROGRAMMING 
Maydm made its first inroads into Milwaukee in 2018 
with “Adventures in Programming,” a program in web 
development for middle school girls from the Davis 
Branch of the Boys and Girls Club, Golda Meir Middle 
School, and Notre Dame Middle School. Over two 
weeks, Maydm’s students used HTML, CSS, and 
JavaScript to construct their own websites on topics 
they are passionate about, including mental health, 
arts and crafts, teen job opportunities, philosophy, and 
more! 

Our program not only introduced students to computer 
programming; it also acquainted them with the higher 
education and professional fields of STEM. Classes were 

held at the Milwaukee School of Engineering, where 
students became acclimated to learning in a college 
environment. Our program sponsors, Northwestern 
Mutual and Rockwell Automation, provided students 
special insight into their workspaces. At Northwestern 
Mutual, volunteers spoke with our students about IT 
(Information Technology) and cyber security and guided 
students in exercises that introduced them to computer 
hacking prevention. After learning about process 
engineering on a tour Rockwell’s facility, students met 
and spoke with women employees, who shared stories 
about how they got into the field of STEM. With these 
experiences, students realized their own potential for 
success in the world of STEM.

of Maydm students 
would use what they 
learned in Adventures 
in Programming again

69%
of Maydm students 

believe they can 
contribute great 
things to STEM

percentage of Maydm 
students who indicated 

they want to work in 
STEM doubled

Those that felt they 
“belong in STEM” 

increased 31% points 
while those who felt 
“confident with CS” 

increased 23%



“I really like [Adventures in Programming].
It taught me a lot about coding that I didn’t
know — about friendship and teamwork.” 

     – Nylah



STEM PROGRAM WITH
MADISON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Held weekly for one month at 
two locations of the Madison 
Public Library (Meadowridge 
Library and Goodman Library), 
these workshops introduced 
students to programming robots 
and computational thinking. 

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 
OF DANE COUNTY
17 Elementary and 16 High 
School students participated 
in workshops at the Allied and 
Taft locations of the Boys and 
Girls Club. Students designed 
websites, programmed 
robots, created art with 
circuitry, and more! 

L.E.D. BOOKMARKS WITH
BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS 
OF DANE COUNTY
In this workshop, Bigs and 
Littles worked together to 
learn the basics of circuitry and 
create light-up bookmarks and 
bracelets.

79%
of students reported 

these workshops made 
them more confident in 

their STEM abilities

80%
of students reported 

confidence in computer 
science after completing 

the program

“We all learned 
so much about 
technology. You 

have truly inspired 
our littles and 

opened up a world 
of technology to 
and for them!”



WISCONSIN ALUMNI RESEARCH FOUNDATION
(WARF) WORKSHOPS 
In collaboration with the Wisconsin Institute for 
Discovery and Madison School & Community 
Recreation, these half-day workshops exposed 
students to web development and programming 
fundamentals. 

65.8%
of students reported 
they would like to 
work in STEM after 
participating in the 

workshop

64%
of students said they 
would use their new 

skills in the future

WISCONSIN YOUTH COMPANY
As part of the Middle School U program, Maydm 
provided two week-long, half-day Web Design courses 
for Wisconsin Youth Company students to learn design 
fundamentals and create their own website using WIX 
software. 



ART WITH CIRCUITS AT HUEGEL ELEMENTARY 
At the intersection of art and science, students and 
parents came together to learn the fundamentals of 
circuitry and make LED light-up cards! 

ROBOSMARTS 
Held at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, girls from 
Mendota Elementary School met twice a week for 
eight weeks to learn about Artificial Intelligence (AI) and 
Machine Learning. Maydm partnered with computer 
science academics and industry professionals to 
help them envision their futures in the STEM fields. 
Students explored museums, created their own Scratch 
programming project, programmed Finch Robots, and 
learned about how AI is used in medicine, business, and 
other fields. 

“Thank you for this program!  
Zoe comes home and says 
‘this was the best day yet!’  

Every day! She has loved the 
[Maydm] STEM program.” 

 – Cory (Zoe’s mom)



“I never had an experience like it. It was so different 
and I had a lot of fun. I got a better understanding 
of HTML and CSS. I felt it was really important to 
learn here, and that’s what I did. I feel confident 

coding with HTML and CSS now.” 
     – Naima



FINANCIALS

Total Revenue
$281,270

Expenses
$193,033

Contributions: 232,763
Program Services: 29,420
City of Madison: 9,100
Fundraiser Event: 7,287
In Kind: 2,700

Programs: 131,306
Fundraising: 33,670
Administration: 28,057

83%
Contributions

10%
Program
Services

3%
City of 

Madison

3%
Fundraiser/

Event
1%

In Kind

68%
Programs

15%
Administration

17%
Fundraising



$50,000+
CUNA Mutual Group Foundation

$15,000-$49,999
100+ Women Who Care
Fueling Philanthropy
TDS Telecom

$7,000-$14,999
American Family Insurance Dreams Foundation
City of Madison
Evjue Foundation
Madison Gas & Electric Foundation
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Zendesk Neighborhood Foundation

$3,000-$6,999
Door Creek Church
ETC Foundation
Google
Ana & Paul Hooker
Linda Hughes
The Nelson-Arts Family Foundation
PLATO

$1,000-$2,999
Chris Dolan
Genevieve K. Murtaugh
US Bank

$200-$999
4W Initiative
Anonymous
Melissa & Jason Giesler
Cathie Malin
Carol & Steven F. Skolaski
Smart Solutions
Who’s New in Madison
Widen Enterprises

$50-$199
Carl Stumpf
Todd Micholich
Gail Green
Park Towne Development Corp
Kevin Lyles
Anna Burish
John Reindl
Lisa Johnson

Location and Equipment Supporters 
Milwaukee School of Engineering
UW-Madison Computer Science Department 
Information Technology Academy - DoIT, UW-Madison 

Special Thanks
UW-Madison Center for the Humanities, Mellon Public 
Humanities Fellowship

THANK YOU

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  O F  O U R  D O N O R S ,  M E N T O R S ,  A N D  V O L U N T E E R S  W H O 
H A V E  H E L P E D  U S  E X P A N D  O U R  H O R I Z O N S  A N D  G R O W  I N  T H E  L A S T  Y E A R !



Lake Mendota

Lake Monona

14 W. Mifflin Street, Suite 306 • Madison, WI 53703

www.maydm.org

Milwaukee

PROGRAM LOCATIONS

Maydm

2018 Programs

2017 Programs

2016 Programs

2015 Programs


